Ti)E  nsYLam 

Quarterly  Journal  of  the  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society 


Volume  XI,  No.  3 


Summer,  1993 


Contents 

Numismatic  Book  Collecting  in  the  50s,  George  Fuld 3 

The  Printer’s  Devil,  Joel  J.  Orosz 7 

Book  Review  - Cooper:  Art  & Craft  of  Coinmaking,  Frank  Van  Zandt  10 


Kelly’s  Corns  and  Chatter,  Michael  Sullivan 11 

Numismatic  Information,  Byron  Johnson  & Tom  Sheehan 12 

Odds  & Endpapers,  Fred  Lake  16 

Convention  News  and  Reports 17 

An  Attribution  Guide  for  Sheldons,  John  Kraljevich  18 


From  "The  Editor 


21 


The  Asylum 


9{ozv  ftvaibabU 

John  W.  Adams 

UNITED  STATES 
NUMISMATIC  LITERATURE 

Volume  II 

TWENTIETH  CENTURY  AUCTION  CATALOGS 

420  pages,  22  plates,  pictorial  endsheets.  Specially  bound.  Printed 
on  acid-free  paper  in  an  edition  limited  to  500  numbered  copies 

$135.00  postpaid 

[CALIFORNIA  RESIDENTS  ADD  7 3/4%  SALES  TAX] 

The  Following  Series  Are  Covered  in  Depth: 

G.  C.  Adams  • A.  N.  A.  Sales  • Barney  Bluestone 
Thomas  Elder  • Federal  Brand  • Ben  Green  • William 
Hesslein  • Kagin's  • Frank  Katen  • A.  Kosoff  • B.  Max 
Mehl  • New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  • Wayte 
Raymond  • Hans  M.  F.  Schulman  • Stack's 

Part  I is  directed  toward  the  numismatic  bibliophile  and  comprises 

HISTORIES  OF  THE  AUCTION  FIRMS  AND  DETAILED  LISTINGS  OF  THEIR 
CATALOGS  WITH  COMMENTS  ON  SALE  HIGHLIGHTS  AND  OTHER  FEATURES 

Part  II  is  directed  toward  the  numismatic  researcher  and  consists 

OF  TABLES  GRADING  THE  CONTENT  OF  EACH  OF  THE  SALES  IN  TWENTY-FIVE 
DIFFERENT  CATEGORIES  WITH  A FINAL  GRADE  FOR  OVERALL  IMPORTANCE 

GEORGE  FREDERICK  KOLBE 

Fine  Numismatic  Books 

Post  Office  Drawer  3100 
Crestline,  California  92325  USA 
Tel:  [714]  338-6527  . Fax:  [714]  338-6980 


Summer,  1993 


3 


Numismatic  Book  Collecting  in  tiie  50s 

George  J.  Fuld,  NLG 

The  following  is  the  text  of  George  Fuld’s  talk  to  the  Society  at  the  A.N.A., 
delivered  by  Barry  Tayman  when  Fuld  was  unable  to  make  the  trip  to  Baltimore. 
The  writer  needs  no  introduction  to  American  numismatists,  especially  those  who 
collect  token  and  medals,  or  to  bibliophiles  who  possess  a copy  of  his  library 
auction  catalogue  sold  by  Frank  Katen  (his  sales  N236  & 37). 

Like  most  numismatic  bibliophiles,  the  thought  of  collecting  books  on 
the  subject  came  only  after  a thorough  dousing  with  coin  collecting.  I initially 
started  collecting  Lincoln  and  Indian  Head  pennies  in  1942  and  expanded  to 
other  U.S.  series  over  the  next  few  years.  The  first  coin  book  I bought  was 
Wayte  Raymond’s  Standard  Catalogue  of  U.S.  Coins,  in  1944,  and  the  next 
edition  in  1945.  This  was  all  I thought  was  available  until  I obtained  a large 
cent  book,  the  Mehl  reprint  of  Doughty,  from  Alfred  flutter,  a Baltimore 
dealer.  I also  remember  buying  my  own  copy  of  the  1947  Red  Book,  in  late 
1946.  By  this  time  I had  convinced  my  father  to  join  the  A.N.A.  in  1946  and 
at  the  age  of  almost  15,  I journeyed  with  him  to  my  first  A.N.A.  Convention, 
Buffalo  - 1947.  Here  my  entire  outlook  on  coin  collecting  changed. 

There  I met  a number  of  dealers  for  the  first  time  and  count  them 
today  as  friends.  Among  them  were  Frank  Katen  and  Art  and  Paul  Kagin,  but 
it  was  my  encounters  with  Bill  Jacka  of  Ohio  and  Bill  Wild  of  Florida  that 
were  influential  in  diverting  my  interests  to  a new  direction.  Jacka  convinced 
me  and  my  father  that  civil  war  tokens  were  the  best  items  that  one  could 
collect,  especially  since  most  were  available  for  5 to  10  cents  each.  There  was 
even  a book  on  the  field  written  by  Iletrich  and  Guttag,  and  he  would  attempt 
to  get  us  one.  Frankly,  I do  not  recall  why  civil  war  tokens  were  so  enticing, 
except  that  this  was  reinforced  by  Wild,  and  I was  very  impressionable. 

Our  U.S.  collection  of  large  cents  through  quarters  required  only 
expensive  new  additions  from  the  point  of  view  of  a young  boy.  The  several 
hundred  tokens  we  bought  at  that  A.N.A.  convention  were  reasonable  and  an 
exciting  change.  Late  in  1947,  we  heard  from  Dave  Bullowa  (from  whom  we 
were  buying  groups  of  tokens)  that  he  had  the  Joseph  Barnett  Civil  War 
collection  for  sale  with  some  4,500  different  pieces  and  several  thousand 
duplicates.  The  price  was  under  $1,500.  Barnett  had  written  and  exhaustive 
revision  of  Hetrich  and  Guttag  in  the  early  1940s  for  The  Numismatist  and  for 
Stack’s  Numismatic  Review  in  1945.  Therefore  in  early  1948  my  father  drove 
to  Philadelphia  with  my  entire  U.S.  coin  collection,  the  sale  of  which  plus 
some  of  his  cash,  bought  the  Barnett  estate  which  included  two  Iletrich  and 
Guttag’s,  one  of  which  was  the  limp  leather  edition  with  photographic  plates. 
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Things  progressed  rapidly  with  the  acquisition  of  the  collection  ol 
Stuart  Mosher,  who  was  curator  of  numismatics  at  the  Smithsonian  and  editor 
of  The  Numismatist.  The  purchase  included  his  library  which  contained  a run 
of  The  Numismatist  from  1916.  In  El  Paso,  Texas,  in  1949,  we  bought  the 
Dupree  collection  of  Washingtonia,  which  included  our  first  copy  of  Baker. 

With  these  three  major  acquisitions,  the  Fuld  involvement  with  tokens 
and  medals  became  complete  and  probably  even  compulsive.  A condition  of 
the  Mosher  purchase  had  been  that  we  begin  writing  a monthly  Token 
Collectors  Page  in  The  Numismatist,,  a column  that  lasted  well  into  the  1970s. 
The  writing  of  articles  required  a ready  source  of  literature  and  even  forced 
us  into  pursuing  city  directories  for  the  first  time.  The  literature  on  tokens  in 
the  early  1950s  was  near  zero  except  for  Wright,  Adams,  and  some  articles  in 
The  Numismatist  by  Adams  and  Duffield  from  1905  to  about  1920.  In  1950, 
I discovered  The  American  Journal  of  Numismatics,  and  realized  that  fine 
groups  of  articles  on  medals  existed,  and  we  tried  to  obtain  a set  of  the  AJN 
for  ourselves.  None,  however,  existed  in  local  libraries. 

One  of  our  first  coups  in  unearthing  numismatic  literature  was  the 
discovery  that  the  A.N.S.  had  on  hand  many  duplicate  publications,  including 
most  AJNs  and  Proceedings  dating  back  to  the  first  issue,  which  they  were 
selling  at  the  original  issue  price.  I hastened  to  buy  one  of  each  that  they  had 
in  stock.  A complete  set  of  the  proceedings  was  obtained  as  were  all  of  the 
AJNs  except  for  six  or  eight  single  issues.  Over  the  next  several  years,  I was 
able  to  complete  the  set  from  book  dealers  Katen  and  Feldman.  At  the  time 
we  had  completed  a set  of  The  Numismatic  Scrapbook,  and  started  in  gusto  to 
obtain  any  books  on  U.S.  Numismatics.  The  realization  of  the  importance  of 
plated  auction  sales  was  prompted  by  our  friend  John  Ford.  The  Homer 
Downing  sale  in  1952  was  our  first  deep  immersion  in  buying  books  at  auction. 

I should  emphasize  that  numismatic  book  dealers  were  few  and  far 
between  in  the  early  1950’s.  There  were  no  auctions,  except  for  an  occasional 
one  by  Katen.  Aaron  Feldman  ("buy  the  book  before  the  coin")  and  C.  J. 
Edgar  of  Baldwin,  NY  (much  of  the  Wayte  Raymond  estate)  were  the  only 
other  dealers  promoting  books.  Rarely  did  other  dealers  have  books  for  sale. 

In  the  1952  A.N.A.  sale,  the  Homer  Downing  collection,  there  was  a 
good  run  of  large  plated  Chapman  sales.  I needed  most  at  the  time  except  for 
several  like  Cleneay  that  had  been  obtained  from  Ford  (all  bound  in  bright 
red  buckram).  I sat  in  the  first  or  second  row  directly  in  front  of  Charles 
Wormser.  There  were  one  or  two  sales  I desperately  needed  - nicely  bound 
with  fancy  endsheets  - I believe  ex-Col  Green.  The  Parsons  sale  brought 
$37.50  and  Charlie  waved  me  off  inferring  that  he  had  a high  book  bid,  so  why 
set  any  artificial  records.  I can’t  recall  all  that  I bought,  but  the  Hunter 
catalogue  was  one  - $12.50! 
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Jerry  Cohen  of  Baltimore  in  the  late  1950s  acquired  many  of  the 
remaining  catalogues  of  Henry  Chapman,  an  extraordinarily  large  group  which 
included  some  S.  H.  Chapmans.  The  sales  were  jointly  owned  by  Ben  Douglas 
of  Washington  and  Tom  Warfield  of  Baltimore.  There  were  over  1,000  sales 
covering  Jerry’s  entire  basement,  plenty  of  unplated  large  sales,  a few  large 
plated  common  ones.  They  literally  gave  me  the  pick  of  what  I needed 
including  some  small  plated  sales.  This  was  a bonanza,  and  the  acquisitions 
filled  the  entire  back  of  my  car.  With  what  I already  had,  my  total  want  list 
of  Chapmans  was  down  to  about  15  or  20,  mostly  those  of  S.  H. 

I must  remark  that  when  G.  K.  Hall  published  the  index  to  the  library 
at  the  ANS  in  the  1960s,  the  outlay  of  about  $400  was  a great  investment. 
However,  with  this  in  hand,  I was  finally  able  to  make  a want  list  that  was 
realistic.  By  1970  my  want  list  of  books  was  down  to  a single  sheet.  This 
included  all  U.S.  books  and  all  auction  catalogues  pre  1940.  Completing  sales 
by  vendor  was  fascinating.  A.  W.  Wallace  bought  out  Mehl’s  stock  and  with 
it  all  of  his  catalogues.  I was  able  to  complete  Mehl’s  Monthly  this  way  at  a 
bargain  price,  and  filled  in  all  the  regular  sales  except  for  three  or  four  that 
I never  could  find.  Similarly,  from  Katen  and  Feldman  I filled  in  95%  of  the 
Elder  sales  including  a plated  Miller,  as  well  as  the  sales  of  Stacks  and 
Bolender.  The  ANS  index  proved  invaluable. 

The  early  sales  starting  about  1858,  especially  Bangs,  Merwin,  never 
came  in  large  groups.  I purchased  any  and  all  I could  find,  eventually  getting 
most  of  them,  including  a few  early  plated  ones.  Notable  acquisitions  included 
the  1871  Clay  and  1875  Cohen  (from  Baltimore),  both  with  plates  and  named. 
If  memory  is  correct,  both  came  from  Warfield  (Mason-Dixon  Coins).  The 
other  difficult  run  to  assemble  was  the  Woodward  group,  including  many 
oversized  editions,  named  sales  occasionally,  and  many  plated.  My  want  list 
dwindled  down  to  under  five  as  I recall. 

One  of  the  decisions  I made  about  1960  was  to  start  binding  sales  and 
journals  as  fast  as  I could  afford  it.  Although  I had  a few  volumes  bound  in 
Wells  Bindery  in  Waltham,  Mass,  including  the  Deluxe  Editions  of  our  Civil 
War  tokens  book  in  1960,  most  were  bound  by  the  rare  book  department  of 
Joseph  Ruzicka  in  Baltimore.  Costs  were  reasonable,  especially  when 
compared  to  today,  and  they  maintained  records  of  journal  bindings  so  they 
were  matched  automatically.  Most  binding  was  done  in  colored  buckram, 
although  they  did  an  occasional  half  leather  for  us.  The  main  reason  for  the 
rush  to  binding  was  to  help  find  an  issue  rather  than  having  to  hunt  through 
misfiled  piles,  and  it  did  preserve  the  paper  covers,  which  we  always  bound  in. 
This  ran  into  the  thousands  of  dollars,  and  when  the  library  was  sold  1970-71, 
that  cost  was  never  recovered. 
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In  the  very  late  1960s,  a new  challenge  was  presented  by  obsolete 
paper  books  such  as  Hodges.  Possibly  the  most  important  book  acquired  at 
that  time  was  the  1809  Perkins  Bank  Bill  Test.  Unfortunately  I cannot  recall 
the  provenance  of  this  book  but  it  likely  came  from  Southern  Pennsylvania  for 
about  $100.  I started  checking  into  its  history  and  found  only  another  single 
copy  owned  by  Eric  Newman.  In  early  1961  while  working  at  the  family 
chemical  factory,  I made  multilith  negatives  and  retouched  them  carefully. 
We  printed  fewer  than  100  copies  (maybe  50),  used  a thin  cardboard  cover, 
stapled  them  and  gave  most  away  or  sold  them  for  $1.  each.  There  were  extra 
copies,  but  when  we  moved  to  California  in  1980,  they  disappeared.  Since  the 
original  had  some  heavy  brown  toning,  the  reprints  illustrated  Perkins  anti- 
counterfeiting method  more  clearly.  As  far  as  the  Patriotic  book  in  1960,  with 
the  permission  of  Whitman,  who  bought  the  rights,  I prepared  about  110  two 
volume  sets  with  23  contact  plates,  hinged  and  bound  in  by  Wells  in  one 
volume  with  the  text  in  a second.  I sold  the  pair  at  cost  - $11.50  including 
postage.  I have  been  told  that  the  linen  hinging,  if  available  today,  would  cost 
over  $100  per  set  today. 

The  vast  numbers  of  additional  items  were  acquired  in  the  sixties. 
Although  there  were  rare  volumes,  it  generally  was  a working  library.  The 
wall  space  required  to  house  most  of  it  was  two  medium  sized  bedrooms  with 
a few  groups  at  my  father’s  house.  The  decision  to  sell  the  library  was  made 
in  early  1970  when  I planned  to  move  from  Cherry  Hill,  New  Jersey  to 
Baltimore.  I did  not  have  a large  enough  apartment  to  house  the  material. 

Besides  John  Ford,  there  were  only  one  or  two  serious  book  collectors 
in  the  country  at  that  time.  I called  one,  who  said  he  would  come  to  Cherry 
Hill,  but  the  appointed  day  came  and  passed  - he  had  forgotten.  He  took  a 
plane  the  next  day  and  spent  over  two  days  going  through  the  books.  At  the 
end  he  selected  100  volumes,  and  I priced  them.  He  made  a counter  offer 
that  was  unacceptable.  I then  called  Frank  Katen,  and  within  a week,  we  had 
completely  filled  his  basement.  While  he  was  happy  to  take  everything,  he 
questioned  a set  of  Coin  World.  When  it  sold  for  $400,  he  apologized. 

Certainly  the  sale  was  a success  in  1970  terms,  although  with  binding, 
many  items  sold  for  less  than  I had  paid,  but  the  funds  did  make  a nice  down 
payment  on  a house.  Champa  tells  me  that  this  library  would  sell  today  for 
twenty  times  what  I got  in  1970,  but  of  course  that  is  water  over  the  dam.  I 
later  formed  another  less  expensive  library  which  now  resides  with  me  in  Santa 
Barbara  where  I can  still  use  it.  Of  course  I still  buy  books,  mainly  to  use. 

As  with  coin  investments,  we  have  made  many  friends  throughout  the 
world  with  this  area  of  coin  collecting.  For  me  the  real  satisfaction  of 
collecting  has  been  the  human  element. 


Summer,  1993 


7 


The  Printer’s  Devil 

Joel  J.  Orosz 

Recently  this  column  presented  a trial  list  of  all  known  coin  sales  held 
prior  to  the  first  one  listed  by  Emmanuel  J.  Attinelli  in  Numisgraphics,  namely 
the  June  12-13,  1828  Benjamin  Watkins  auction.  These  sales  are  interesting 
for  their  pioneering  nature,  but  as  collectibles,  they  are  so  rare  as  to  be 
essentially  chimerical.  The  story  is  no  different  when  one  considers  the 
Watkins  sale  itself  (of  which  apparently  only  one  broadside  copy  survived  as 
of  1876)  and  the  next  twenty-seven  sales  chronicled  by  Attinelli.  Any 
numismatic  bibliophile  who  possesses  even  a single  pre-1856  coin  auction 
catalogue  is  indeed  fortunate;  as  master  bibliophile  George  Kolbe  remarked 
on  page  82  of  his  Dennis  Mendelson  sale  catalogue,  "Nearly  all  are  of 
sufficient  rarity  that  they  are  virtually  unobtainable." 

This  means  that  the  earliest  coin  auction  catalogue  that  a bibliophile 
might  reasonably  hope  to  acquire  is  number  29  on  Attinelli’s  list:  "Catalogue 
of  an  Extensive  and  Valuable  Collection  of  Coins  and  Medals  in  Gold,  Silver, 
and  Copper.  And  Splendid  Rosewood  Cabinet."  This  collection  was  the 
property,  according  to  Attinelli,  of  one  A.C.  Kline,  whose  name  would  be  lost 
to  numismatic  history  had  not  brother  Attinelli  connected  it  with  this  auction. 
This  was  gotten  up  by  the  Philadelphia  auction  firm  of  M.  Thomas  & Sons, 
and  was  held  precisely  27  years  after  the  Watkins  auction  on  June  12-13, 1855. 
Its  venue  was  the  imposing  Thomas  & Sons  building  - five  stories  topped  by 
a cupola  - located  at  numbers  67  and  69  South  Fourth  Street  in  the  Quaker 
City.  M.  Thomas  & Sons  was,  by  1855,  an  old  hand  at  numismatic 
auctioneering,  having  held  their  first  public  sale  of  coins  in  1846.  The  Kline 
sale  was  their  eighth  to  feature  at  least  some  lots  of  coins. 

With  its  offering  of  the  Kline  Collection,  this  experienced  firm  made 
American  numismatic  history.  Heretofore,  coin  sales  had  been  small  affairs, 
with  numismatic  material  typically  adding  one  or  two  hundred  lots  to  a catalog 
consisting  mostly  of  books  or  objets  d’art.  The  most  extensive  coin  sale  to 
that  time  had  been  the  February  20,  1851  M.  Thomas  & Sons  sales  of  the 
Lewis  Roper  Collection,  which  had  contained  653  numismatic  lots  on  24 
pages.  The  Kline  sale  dwarfed  its  predecessors;  including  the  catalog,  the 
addenda,  and  the  supplementary  addenda,  there  were  1,854  lots,  101  pages, 
and  a record  realization  of  $2,062.80,  making  this  the  first  American 
numismatic  sale  to  break  the  $2,000  barrier.  Using  the  historical  price  index 
contained  in  John  J.  McCuskers’  1992  book,  How  Much  is  That  in  Real  Money, 
this  would  translate  into  $212,264  in  1991  Dollars.  The  Kline  auction  was  thus 
the  biggest  and  best  coin  sale  held  in  America  up  to  1955,  a sort  of 
antebellum  version  of  the  Stickney  sale. 
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Both  the  antiquity  and  the  quality  of  the  Kline  sale,  therefore,  make 
it  a worthwhile  object  of  study.  The  catalog  consulted  for  examination  is  the 
Dennis  Mendelson  copy,  which  appeared  as  lot  144  in  Kolbe’s  sale.  This 
bound  copy  includes  the  catalogue  and  the  addenda,  but  lacks  the 
supplementary  addenda,  which  contained  five  lots,  and  was  later,  according  to 
Attinelli,  separately  printed  to  the  extent  of  25  copies.  The  Mendelson  copy 
was  extensively  priced  and  partially  named,  in  both  pencil  (primarily)  and  in 
ink.  The  initials  R.H.D.  appear  on  the  cover  in  pencil,  which  leads  to  the 
surmise  that  this  was  the  sales  room  copy  of  one  "R.  Davids,"  whose  name 
appears  frequently  as  a buyer  throughout  the  text.  Regrettably,  your  columnist 
knows  nothing  more  about  R.  Davids,  but  would  be  eager  to  learn  any 
information  regarding  him.  Among  the  other  purchasers  were  "Stone," 
"South,"  "Brown,"  "Winslow,"  "Martin,"  and  "Calahan."  It  is  not  know  if  these 
were  pseudonyms,  but  no  one  by  these  names  who  would  fit  the  dates  appears 
in  Pete  Smith’s  splendid  American  Numismatic  Biographies. 

These  shadowy  early  collectors  were  vying  for  a varied  and  rich 
numismatic  cabinet.  Organized  in  15  "drawers,"  the  offering  was  particularly 
strong  in  English  coins,  (255  lots)  and  ancient  Roman  (369  lots),  with  a 
generous  assortment  of  American,  French,  Dutch,  and  other  world  coins,  not 
to  mention  a representative  collection  of  medals  in  bronze,  silver,  and  gold. 
Among  the  highlights  of  the  American  offering  were  lot  169,  a 1795  Eagle 
described  as  a "proof  for  $13.00;  lot  83,  a 1799  cent  graded  fine  at  $2.20;  and 
lot  70,  a 1792  Disme,  in  fine  condition,  for  $5.50.  Another  notable  American 
offering  was  lot  1674  "a  complete  and  very  fine  set  of  cents  from  1793  to  1854 
(except  1815)  and  a number  of  half  do,"  which  sold  for  $33.40. 

Collectors  of  tokens  and  medals  competed  for,  among  others,  a 
collection  of  Napoleon  medals  (lots  A91-A119);  three  varieties  of  the 
Philadelphia  Museum  check  (lots  1289,  1290,  1328);  the  famed  Libertas 
Americana  medal  (lot  1161,  realized  $3.12)  and  a Peuch  Bein  token  cut  from 
a Spanish  eight-reales  piece  (Rulau-Low  82B),  counterstamped  with  the  Peuch 
Bein  logo  on  one  side  and  an  eagle  with  shields  surrounded  by  "Nouvelle 
Orleans"  on  the  other  (perhaps  due  to  wear,  the  cataloguer  rendered  this 
legend  as  "Noovelle  Lans").  As  lot  25,  it  brought  40c,  considerably  less  than 
the  $3,600  that  a similar  specimen  realized  as  lot  2031  of  Garrett  IV  in  1981. 

The  Kline  offering  was  distinctive  in  that  it  was  only  (so  far  as  we 
know)  the  third  American  numismatic  sale,  after  Eugene  du  Simitiere  in  1875 
and  Phillip  Hone  in  1852,  to  offer  a substantial  number  of  numismatic  books. 
The  Kline  catalog  proper  offered  32  literature  lots,  plus  six  more  recorded  in 
pencil.  The  addenda  offered  eight,  plus  three  more  in  pencil.  Among  these 
49  lots  were  priced  catalogs,  such  as  the  1844  Duke  of  Devonshire  collection 
(lot  1686,  30C);  and  books,  such  as  Martin  Folke’s  1745  Table  of  English  Gold 
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and  Silver  Coins  (lot  1693,  $2.62);  and  John  Akerman’s  1849  Numismatic 
Manual  (lot  1708,  $1.50).  America’s  then  sparse  numismatic  literature  was 
also  represented,  with  Joseph  Felt’s  1839  An  Historical  Account  of 
Massachusetts  Currency  (lot  1711,  50C);  and  Eckfelt-DuBois’  1852  New 
Varieties  of  Gold  and  Silver  Coins  (lot  1698,  85C)  included  in  the  sale.  The 
highest  price  realized  for  any  book  in  the  auction  was  the  $3.00  given  for  lot 
1707,  Millinger’s  1819  Medallic  History  of  Napoleon. 

Given  the  rudimentary  state  of  the  numismatic  cataloging  art  in  1855, 
the  M.  Thomas  presentation  of  the  Kline  collection  was  a respectable  effort. 
True,  spelling  errors  abounded;  lot  498,  for  example,  mentions  Henry  VIII’s 
Queen  "Anne  Bullen."  The  practitioners  of  the  nascent  science  of 
numismatics  could  also  be  confounded  by  counterfeits,  for  lot  111  offers  an 
1815  U.S.  cent  commenting  parenthetically,  "this  is  of  the  greatest  rarity." 
Later  research,  of  course,  would  demonstrate  that  the  U.S.  Mint  produced  no 
cents  dated  1815,  so  we  can  hardly  blame  the  N.  Thomas  cataloger  for  lacking 
psychic  ability,  but  perhaps  can  fault  him  for  not  spotting  a spurious  fabric. 

One  does  not  need  psychic  ability  to  understand  that  the  Kline  sale 
was  the  precursor  of  modern  coin  auction  catalogs  with  its  wide  ranging 
assortment  of  coins,  medals,  tokens,  and  books  from  most  eras  and  many 
nations.  Although  Edward  Cogan’s  sale  of  November  1,  1858  is  justly 
identified  as  a landmark  in  the  evolution  of  the  coin  hobby,  the  Kline  sale 
deserves  to  be  remembered  as  one  of  the  events  that  ushered  in  the  modem 
era  of  numismatics. 

Bibliophiles  desiring  a copy  of  this  catalog  may  have  a long  search 
before  them.  Charles  Davis,  in  his  authoritative  American  Numismatic 
Literature,  notes  only  one  public  offering  of  a Kline  sale  between  1980  and 
1991,  Lot  224  in  Kolbe’s  32nd  Sale  (December  1987).  The  Mendelson  copy 
sold  in  1992  is  a different  copy,  but  still,  there  have  been  only  two  public 
opportunities  in  the  past  13  years  to  acquire  this  history-making  catalog. 

History  has  its  ironies,  however,  and  we  must  not  leave  the  Kline  sale 
without  considering  one  red  herring  in  its  title.  While  the  auction  delivered 
the  coins  and  medals  as  advertised,  nowhere  in  the  catalog  or  the  addenda  can 
be  found  the  "splendid  rosewood  cabinet"  that  the  title  of  the  sale  promised. 
Perhaps  it  is  in  the  supplementary  addenda  which  your  columnist  has  not  seen, 
the  closest  thing  being  "one  carved  walnut  cabinet  with  marble  top,  drawers 
lined  with  cloth,  made  in  the  very  best  manner."  Another  irony  lies  in  the 
price  this  lot  commanded  - a lofty  $37.50  or  nearly  60  times  as  much  as  was 
realized  by  lot  255  - 1794  U.S.  Half  Dollar  in  very  fine  condition.  In  order  for 
the  same  ratio  to  hold  today,  it  would  be  necessary  to  sell  the  walnut  cabinet 
for  around  $240,000.  Your  columnist  would  be  happy  to  supply  any  interested 
N.B.S.  member  with  a similar  cabinet  at  the  $240,000  level  - postpaid! 
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Book  Review 

Frank  Van  Zandt 

Cooper,  Denis  R.  The  Art  and  Craft  of  Coinmaking:  A History  of  Minting 
Technology , London,  Spink  & Son,  1988,  264  pages,  285  illustrations 

Far  too  often  American  numismatists  fail  to  recognize  that  not  all 
books  applicable  to  their  hobby  are  published  in  Wolfeboro  or  Iola.  They 
neglect  the  works  of  that  other  English  speaking  country,  and  in  so  doing,  may 
miss  some  extremely  important  books.  The  Art  and  Craft  of  Coinmaking  is  one 
of  those,  for  although  it  was  published  five  years  ago,  and  was  winner  of  the 
1989  IAPN  Book  Prize,  it  has  been  little  seen  in  this  country.  Recently, 
however,  one  of  our  booksellers  decided  to  stock  the  title,  and  simultaneously 
the  John  Reich  Society  came  out  highly  recommending  it  to  its  members. 

Written  by  the  former  chief  engineer  of  the  British  Royal  Mint,  this 
book  should  be  read  by  anyone  who  is  interested  in  mint  technology. 
Covering  the  period  from  about  600  BC  to  the  present  time,  "Cooper"  is 
written  in  layman  language  with  numerous  photographs  and  line  drawings,  but 
there  is  a great  deal  of  technical  detail  as  well. 

The  early  history  of  coin  making  is  shown  in  this  book  from 
archaeological  finds,  re-recreation  of  fragmented  moulds,  and  sectioning  of 
coins  to  establish  their  composition  in  order  to  illustrate  their  methods  of 
manufacture.  It  also  includes  detailed  descriptions  of  the  earliest  screw  press 
in  1416,  and  covers  technological  evolutionary  changes  to  the  presses,  as  well 
as  giving  present-day  locations  of  many  of  these  old  models.  There  are  similar 
discussions  about  the  developments  of  the  rolling  mills,  engravers  and  their 
tools,  and  counterfeiting. 

Also  covered  in  the  book  are  detailed  explanations  of  the  mechanical 
age  of  high  powered  machines  and  steam  power,  as  well  as  the  undertakings 
of  Matthew  Boulton,  James  Watt,  and  others  to  revolutionize  minting 
practices  through  the  modern  age  of  mass  production  at  the  Soho  Mint  in 
Birmingham  and  other  mints  throughout  the  world.  For  those  interested  in 
mint  practices,  Cooper  discusses  how  the  value  of  money  is  set  so  a profit  is 
made,  as  well  as  the  problems  associated  with  weights  in  coins,  recovery  of 
metal  dusts,  and  counting  and  packing  the  coins  to  prevent  them  from  being 
tampered  with  before  delivery. 

Although  written  by  a British  author  who  provides  an  overview  of 
technological  history,  it  should  be  of  great  interest  to  United  States  specialists 
as  well,  especially  for  the  sections  where  Cooper  discusses  how  and  why 
suitable  metals  for  coining  were  hard  to  obtain,  and  how,  for  example,  the 
U.S.  depended  so  heavily  on  European  sources  for  machinery  and  metals  to 
keep  its  mint  running.  This  leads  to  the  most  fascinating  part  of  this  book  - 
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its  ability  to  make  the  reader  understand  how  our  early  coins  were  made,  why 
we  have  recut  and  cracked  dies  and  the  numerous  re-engravings  apparent  on 
many  of  our  early  coins. 

While  some  books  such  as  The  U.S.  Mint  and  Coinage  by  Don  Taxay  or 
The  First  United  States  Mint  by  Frank  Stewart  give  an  historical  account  of 
U.S.  mint  operations,  The  Art  and  Craft  of  Coinmaking  takes  the  reader  inside 
the  mint  and  shows  how  the  technologies  of  machines  and  metals  were 
developed  over  the  past  2500  years.  This  different  viewpoint  lends  itself  to 
detail  not  covered  in  other  books,  and  therefore  makes  it  a worthwhile 
addition  to  any  collector’s  library. 


Kelly’s  Coins  and  Chatter 

Michael  J.  Sullivan 

The  Winter  1993  issue  of  The  Asylum  included  a letter  to  the  editor 
requesting  information  on  Kelly's  Coins  and  Chatter  from  fellow  collectors. 
Responses  and  inquiries  confirm  the  listing  in  Remy’s  Bourne’s  American 
Numismatic  Sales  and  Informational  Literature , 1989,  is  complete.  Thus  a 
complete  set  of  Kelly's  Coinsand  Chatter  (1948-1961)  is  127  issues  (116  regular 
issues,  2 A.N.A.  Special  Editions,  and  9 Auction  Sales). 

At  the  present,  five  complete  sets  are  known  with  two  other  runs  one 
or  two  issues  short.  Both  collectors  nearing  completion  have  been  assembling 
their  sets  for  years  searching  through  piles  and  runs  of  miscellaneous  issues; 
yet  they  are  still  incomplete.  Kelly's  Coin  and  Chatter  is  an  irregular, 
complicated,  and  challenging  periodical  to  collect. 

Based  on  a survey  of  numismatic  literature  fixed  price  lists,  auction 
catalogues  and  Charles  Davis’  American  Numismatic  Literature,  a complete  set 
has  not  been  offered  for  sale  or  at  auction.  The  largest  single  offering 
appeared  as  lot  634  in  Davis’  20th  sale  (May  1990)  and  consisted  of  119  issues. 
After  purchasing  that  run,  it  took  this  writer  an  additional  two  years  to 
complete  the  set.  Correspondence  with  anyone  actively  collecting  Kelly 
emissions  would  be  welcome  and  should  be  directed  to  M.  J.  Sullivan,  Box 
32131,  Cincinnati,  OH  45232. 


Wanted:  Information  on  references  in  auction  catalogues  or  bank  histories 
relating  to  the  Panic  of  1907  and  associated  scrip  issues.  Tom  Sheehan,  Box 
14,  Seattle,  WA  98111-0014. 
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Numismatic  Information 

Byron  Johnson;  transcribed  by  Tom  Sheehan 

Byron  Johnson  was  a consummate  numismatist  always  willing  to  share  his 
knowledge.  That  he  belonged  to  most  national  and  regional  numismatic  organizations, 
including  N.B.S.,  is  testament  to  his  broad  interest  arid  knowledge.  Unfortunately  he 
passed  away  in  1988  only  a year  after  his  retirement.  His  collection  was  auctioned  by 
Bowers  & Merena  in  1988,  and  the  catalogue  contains  several  biographical  tributes.  The 
article  below  is  a transcription  of  a speak  he  made  during  the  1980  A.N.A.  Convention. 
Readers  should  bear  in  mind  that  it  was  made  13  years  ago.  The  content  is  as  useful 
today  as  it  was  then,  and  we  thank  Tom  Sheehan  to  resurrecting  it. 

The  subject  of  my  talk  today  is  numismatic  information.  To  start,  I 
would  like  to  give  you  a numismatic  quotation.  "Knowledge  is  Power."  There 
is  a numismatic  tie-in.  The  speaker  was  the  nephew  of  the  Lord  Treasurer  of 
England.  Perhaps  you  have  heard  of  him  - Sir  Francis  Bacon. 

Lets  talk  about  books  first.  I was  introduced  to  the  use  of  a library 
in  the  fourth  grade  when  I was  eight  years  old.  When  I was  nine  or  ten,  I was 
instructed  after  receiving  some  books  as  presents  in  how  to  break  in  a new 
book  properly  without  damaging  the  binding.  When  I was  13, 1 was  given  full 
adult  library  privileges  by  a friendly  librarian.  I started  collecting  when  I was 
15,  and  my  first  coin  book  was  the  American  Standard  Catalogue  by  Wilson. 
In  1957  I started  my  numismatic  library,  and  joined  the  local  coin  club. 

Several  years  before  I had  joined  that  club,  they  had  pestered  the 
local  main  library  to  expand  its  section  on  numismatic  reference.  Persistence 
wore  down  the  librarian  who  asked  the  club  for  recommendations  on  what  to 
buy.  My  local  library  thus  had  The  Numismatist,  Crosby,  Dickeson,  Sheldon, 
Adams-Woodin,  Hetrich  & Guttag,  Head,  etc..  I regularly  perused  the  library 
shelves  to  learn  more  about  coins,  and  to  find  new  collecting  specialties  as  my 
tastes  widened.  Adams-Woodin  got  me  into  pattern  coins  before  the  Judd 
work  came  out.  H-G  got  me  into  civil  war  tokens  before  Fuld;  my  personal 
library  with  Plutarch,  Suetonius,  and  Gibbon  got  me  into  ancient  numismatics. 

Along  the  way,  I purchased  any  standard  reference  as  it  became 
available.  Besides  books  I collected  periodicals  and  auction  catalogues. 
Before  long,  I was  the  information  source  in  my  area  for  both  dealers  and 
collectors.  I became  one  of  the  three  permanent  trustees  of  the  PNNA 
Library  and  we  had  complete  control  so  that  new  officers  could  not  sell  the 
books  off.  Eventually  because  of  low  usage,  we  sent  off  20  or  30  cases  of 
books  to  the  A.N.A.  Library  and  disbanded. 

I became  the  TAMS  Librarian  and  learned  how  often  books  are 
borrowed.  And  later  as  TAMS  Secretary,  I learned  how  many  stupid 
questions  are  asked  because  the  inquirer  was  too  lazy  to  look  it  up  in  a book. 
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I learned  more  about  coins  through  looking  things  up  for  other  people.  A 
lazy  coin  dealer  bought  a large  hoard  of  German  States  coins  and  then  did  not 
want  to  catalogue  them.  I volunteered,  got  500  envelopes  from  him,  and  spent 
a happy  week  learning  about  monograms.  And  I got  paid  in  coins  to  boot. 

One  day  a dealer  had  just  purchased  a collection  including  coin  books. 
I bought  a presentation  copy  of  the  Half  Cent  catalogue  by  Gilbert,  and  then 
saw  a stack  of  rather  beat  up  folders  which  looked  interesting.  I asked  their 
price,  paid  it,  and  took  them  home.  Last  year  I donated  the  folders  to  the 
A.N.A.  library  after  letting  Krause  Publications  xerox  the  lot.  What  I had 
found  and  saved  from  the  dump  was  an  inventory  by  date,  mintmark,  and  die 
variety  of  the  Eklund  Collection  of  world  coins  in  copper  and  minor  metals. 

When  I was  on  the  TAMS  board,  I found  that  the  previous  officers 
had  drained  the  book  fund  for  current  operations.  With  A1  Hoch  and  Cliff 
Mishler,  I set  about  getting  the  money  replaced  so  TAMS  could  continue 
putting  out  books.  When  I was  TAMS  President,  Neil  Harris  came  to  me 
excited  and  said  he  had  a book  project.  Bob  Julian  wanted  TAMS  to 
underwrite  his  research  in  the  Mint  Archives.  He  estimated  that  it  would  cost 
$7,000  for  two  years  research  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  we  would  have  a 
manuscript.  Now  the  TAMS  board  had  been  tight  with  their  money  for 
several  years  building  up  their  assets.  Neil  Harris,  Cliff  Mishler,  and  myself 
plotted  how  to  sell  this  project  to  the  board.  We  finally  agreed  that  we  would 
ask  for  just  one  year’s  money  to  start  and  got  $4,000  for  the  project.  The  next 
year  as  the  results  were  coming  in,  Cliff  got  $6,000  more  approved.  Eventually 
with  the  publishing  costs,  research,  photos,  and  everything  it  ran  over  $50,000. 
Anyhow,  the  book  is  worth  every  penny,  but  sales  have  been  slow. 

OIN  was  into  book  reprints.  We  had  a good  man  - Ran  Zander  - in 
charge.  Ran  asked  me  on  several  occasions  what  books  would  be  saleable  and 
submitted  financial  reports  on  sales..  He  was  fine  on  his  own  and  I never 
interfered.  And  finally  under  organizations,  I was  on  the  A.N.A.  Board  when 
we  decided  to  print  the  current  library  catalogue. 

Besides  collecting  U.S.  and  World  coins,  I began  collecting  any 
numismatic  item  of  my  state.  It  was  inexpensive  stuff  at  the  time  and  I could 
keep  it  at  home.  Now  of  course,  I keep  even  what  is  called  junk  in  the  safe 
deposit  box.  Anyhow,  as  my  state  collection  grew,  I found  that  others  needed 
the  information  I had  acquired.  Jerry  Schimmel  was  putting  out  a State  Tax 
Token  book,  Tom  Hudson  was  into  wooden  money,  Dottie  Dow  was  collecting 
elongateds,  Albert  Donn  was  into  Prisoner  of  War  Scrip.  I supplied 
information  and  pieces  for  illustration  to  all  of  them. 

And  now  for  another  quotation,  this  time  from  the  son  of  a book- 
seller. "Knowledge  is  of  two  kinds.  We  know  a subject  ourselves,  or  we  know 
where  we  can  find  information  upon  it."  This  quote  is  from  Samuel  Johnson. 
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And  here  we  leave  coin  books  and  go  into  personal  information. 
When  I meet  a collector,  I ask  him  what  he  collects?”  I know  collectors  of 
almost  every  conceivable  numismatic  subject.  For  instance,  I wanted  to 
identify  several  early  Italian  coins.  The  A.N.A.  library  had  a set  of 
Emmanuel’s  catalogues,  but  they  were  not  allowed  out  on  loan.  So  I sent  a 
letter  to  a friend  who  had  his  own  set.  If  I had  a question  on  patterns,  I 
would  walk  up  to  Dr.  Judd  at  a convention  and  ask  him.  If  I wanted  to  find 
out  how  John  Davenport  was  coming  with  his  catalogues  - I would  go  out  to 
dinner  with  him.  You  have  to  know  the  knowledgeable  collectors  in  your  field 
in  order  to  know  the  subject  yourself.  I have  traded  information  on  edge 
reeding,  die  upsetting,  coin  weights,  reference  books,  dealers  who  have 
specimens  for  sale,  and  all  that  stuff  with  collectors  in  my  fields.  And  I am 
not  bashful  about  paying  for  information.  I will  take  someone  out  for  dinner 
or  a drink  in  order  to  learn  more  about  my  coins.  And  I enjoy  the  company. 

Another  branch  of  information  is  photography.  I use  a 35mm  camera 
and  have  a lot  of  fun  putting  on  slide  programs  using  photos  I have  taken. 
One  was  on  patterns  for  a California  State  Numismatic  Seminar.  Another  was 
on  tax  tokens  for  the  ATTS,  another  on  Washington  state  scrip  for  the  PNNA. 
Photos  carry  an  immense  amount  of  information  in  a small  space. 

The  last  branch  of  information  is  research  and  ghostwriting.  Virginia 
Culver  wanted  some  information  for  a coin  column  so  I went  to  my  local 
library  and  looked  it  up  for  her  and  learned  more  about  my  specimens  for 
what  she  was  writing  about.  Another  friend  had  completed  50  years  of  coin 
collecting  and  wanted  to  share  his  experiences,  but  as  he  told  me,  he  did  not 
know  how  to  give  a speech  or  put  things  in  proper  order.  I told  him  to  give 
me  the  information  he  wanted  passed  on,  and  I would  write  a speech  for  him. 
Later  Dudley  McClure,  the  writer  for  Coins  Magazine  wrote  another  speech 
for  the  same  collector.  He  wanted  to  share  his  information,  but  did  not  how. 

And  now  to  the  one  message  in  my  talk  you  should  remember.  If  you 
forget  everything  else,  remember  this.  If  you  do  not  start  today  to  teach  other 
collectors  about  the  coins  you  have,  who  will  buy  your  coins  in  thirty  years. 
Share  your  knowledge,  write  an  article,  start  a catalogue,  take  some  photos, 
give  a speech,  and  share  some  of  the  enjoyment  you  have  gotten  out  of  the 
hobby  with  others.  For  those  who  think  only  investment,  you  must  realize  that 
you  must  train  future  buyers. 

Through  the  years,  I have  known  many  book  nuts.  I have  mentioned 
A1  Hoch  and  Ran  Zander.  Charlie  Johnson  was  probably  the  biggest  booknut 
I knew.  He  was  into  financial  histories,  bank  reports,  and  everything  else 
numismatic.  Armand  Champa  and  Ray  Byrne  come  to  mind,  and  now  at  this 
convention,  a new  club  was  started  Monday,  The  Numismatic  Bibliomania 
Society,  and  their  magazine  is  called  The  Asylum. 
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Odds  & Endpapers 

Fred  Lake 

This  column  is  intended  to  provide  you  with  some  whimsy,  a few 
little-known  facts,  and  a question  or  two  to  ponder.  For  instance:  when  was 
the  first  issue  of  "The  Asylum",  who  were  the  co-founders  of  The  Numismatic 
Bibliomania  Society,  and  who  were  the  four  authors  featured  in  that  first 
publication?  See  the  end  of  the  article  for  the  answers. 

Why  is  there  so  little  known  of  Ard  W.  Browning,  the  author  of  "Early 
Quarter  Dollars  of  the  United  States"?  A quest  for  answers  to  the  enigma  of 
the  man  has  produced  little  other  than  the  fact  that  in  February  1926  he 
joined  the  A.N.A.  with  an  address  of  Central  Islip,  Long  Island,  as  his 
residence.  Telephone  calls  to  the  A.N.A.,  A.N.S.,  John  Ford,  George  Kolbe, 
Charlie  Davis  and  many  others  have  failed  to  produce  any  leads  as  to  his  date 
or  place  of  birth  or  his  age  or  residence  at  death.  Was  he  a figment  of  Wayte 
Raymond’s  imagination?  No!?  While  visiting  Dan  Hamelberg’s  magnificent 
library,  I saw  a 1925  deluxe  leather-bound  edition  of  "Early  Quarters..."  that 
was  inscribed  thus:  "To  B.  Max  Mehl,  Fort  Worth,  Texas  - with  kind  regards, 
Ard  W.  Browning,  Central  Islip,  L.I.,  N.Y.  (dated)  Sep.  18, 1926".  Looking  for 
clues  to  the  life  of  a man  who  wrote  only  one  book  (described  by  Walter 
Breen  as  "the  most  perfect  book  on  numismatics  ever  written  on  the  first  try") 
has  led  into  many  blind  alleys.  Can  anyone  furnish  new  leads? 

Have  you  read  Dave  Bowers’  book  on  that  deliciously  nasty  beverage 
called  "Moxie"?  Being  a New  Englander  by  birth,  I remember  that  sharp 
flavor  and  Dave’s  words  and  pictures  brought  back  many  memories.  How 
many  different  subjects  has  the  prolific  Mr.  Bowers  researched? 

Along  the  line  of  "did  you  know  what  else  they  wrote?",  have  you 
chess  players  ever  read  Fred  Reinfeld’s  masterfully  written  books  on  the  game. 
As  one  reviewer  from  The  New  York  Times  said,  "A  man  of  letters. .a 
sympathetic  analyst  of  human  quality".  His  first  book  on  coins,  "Coinometry", 
covered  the  history  of  American  coinage  and  was  an  immediate  success  (1952). 

Elvira  Clain-Stefanelli  is  a preeminent  numismaticologist  (how’s  that 
for  a word!),  and  she  has  prepared  bibliographies  of  practically  all  of  the 
works  in  the  field,  but  how  many  of  you  can  name  over  twenty  women  who 
have  been  authors  of  books  relating  to  numismatics?  There  are  no  answers  to 
this  quiz  because  I honestly  forget  if  Marion,  Shirley  or  Frances  is  a masculine 
or  feminine  appellation.  Which  is  the  feminine  and  which  is  the  masculine  of 
the  name  Karel  and  Sidney  (Sydney)?  Is  there  a formula  for  all  of  this? 

Do  you  know  how  many  numismatic  items  depict  an  elephant?  Ask 
Jerry  Porter  as  he  is  coming  close  to  the  answer.  His  book  will  show  a myriad 
of  coins,  medals,  tokens,  etc.  with  the  noble  animal  featured  as  a device. 
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How  many  of  you  pronounce  Chet  Krause’s  name  as  if  it  had  no  "e" 
at  the  end?  Cliff  Mishler  tells  me  that  in  order  to  differentiate  it  from  the 
many  people  in  Wisconsin  named  Kraus,  (no  "e")  Chet’s  name  should  be 
pronounced  "Kraus-ee."  If  you  forget,  just  call  him  Chet.  He  will  like  that! 

(Answer:  The  first  issue  of  "The  Asylum"  was  published  Summer  of 
1980  by  co-founders  George  Kolbe  and  Jack  Collins.  It  contained  articles  by 
George  Kolbe,  Jack  Collins,  John  W.  Adams,  and  Q.  David  Bowers.) 

The  "purple  prose"  that  comes  today  as  an  adjunct  to  much  of 
numismatic  writings  can  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  many  early  writers  were 
very  succinct  in  their  writings  and  descriptions.  Is  there  a candidate  for  the 
most  terse  description  of  a coin  in  a catalogue.  Nominations  will  be  accepted 
by  the  editor  and  featured  in  this  column  at  a later  date.  Your  columnist  must 
be  excepted  from  this  list. 

I hope  that  you  will  send  along  tidbits  that  might  be  included  in  this 
column  for  future  issues  and  that  your  collection  of  numismatic  literature  will 
bear  the  "golden  fruit"  that  comes  to  all  who  research  through  books. 


A.N.A.  Convention  Report 
Frank  Van  Zandt 

Board  Meeting 

Members  present  - Rubin,  Homren,  Van  Zandt,  Davis,  Hodder,  Lake,  Orosz 
and,  Sullivan;  absent:  Champa.  Business  discussed  included: 

1)  Armand  Champa  Awards  to  George  Fuld  and  Frank  Katen  were 
approved;  Aaron  Feldman  Award  to  Charles  Davis  previously  approved. 

2)  The  Secretary-Treasurer  and  the  Editor  only  will  have  access  to  the 
complete  membership  list.  Board  members  will  have  a list  of  member’s 
names  and  states  of  residence  only. 

3)  Dues  for  all  members  will  be  on  an  annual  basis  with  notices  included  in 
the  last  issue  of  The  Asylum.  Members  delinquent  after  the  first  issue  of  the 
subsequent  year  will  be  dropped. 

4)  A motion  was  approved  to  set  dues  for  YNs  at  $15.00. 

5)  A policy  for  returned  checks  making  the  member  responsible  for  bank 
charged  was  approved. 


Summer,  1993 


17 


6)  A motion  was  approved  encouraging  reviews  of  currently  published  titles. 

7)  A committee  will  be  established  to  select  a club  logo. 

8)  Joel  Orosz  was  appointed  to  the  position  of  Club  Historian. 

9)  The  name  and  state  of  residence  of  each  new  member  will  be  printed  in 

The  Asylum. 

10)  The  Treasurer  reported  that  as  of  July  15,  1993,  the  balance  in  the 

Society’s  [now  interest  bearing!]  account  was  $8,887.08. 

N.B.S.  General  Meeting 

The  general  meeting  of  the  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society  was  called 
to  order  by  President  Scott  Rubin  with  approximately  100  members  and  guests 
in  attendance.  For  the  first  time  in  anyone’s  memory,  all  of  the  nine  officers 
and  board  members  were  present.  As  has  been  the  custom,  each  member  rose 
and  identified  his  or  herself  and  spoke  on  his  or  her  collecting  interests. 

The  lead  speaker,  George  Fuld,  was  unable  to  attend,  but  he  had  sent 
his  talk  in  advance,  and  it  was  read  to  the  group  by  Barry  Tayman.  A tran- 
scription of  this  talk  appears  elsewhere  in  this  issue. 

Scott  Rubin  announced  that  the  A.N.A.  had  selected  The  Asylum  as  the 
"Outstanding  Specialty  Numismatic  Publication,"  and  that  Charles  Davis  had 
received  an  award  from  Robert  Leuver  that  morning  on  behalf  of  the  Society. 
For  the  record,  the  TAMS  and  John  Reich  Society  Journals  were  awarded 
second  and  third  places  respectively.  Armand  Champa  then  presented  The 
Arniand  Champa  Award  to  both  George  Fuld  and  Frank  Katen.  Scott  Rubin 
presented  the  Aaron  Feldman  Award  to  Charles  Davis. 

The  meeting  was  then  opened  to  the  floor  where  the  progress  of  several 
new  books,  including  a work  on  American  Colonials  to  be  published  by  the 
A.N.S.  was  discussed.  John  Ford  regaled  the  group  with  his  story  of  the 
problems  encountered  in  obtaining  a perfect  Stacks  catalogue  through  the 
mails.  The  desired  result  was  not  obtained  until  Martin  Gengerke  slabbed  a 
copy  and  gave  it  to  Ford,  who  proudly  displayed  it.  [Subsequently,  Ford  asked 
Charles  Davis  to  include  it  in  a subsequent  mail  bid  sale  with  all  proceeds  to 
the  Bibliomania  Society  ...  Thank  you  JJF!] 

Rubin  then  encouraged  the  holding  of  local  meetings,  asking  for 
members  who  would  be  willing  to  chair  them  in  their  areas  to  contact  him. 
Wayne  Homren  noted  that  there  will  be  a meeting  in  Pittsburgh  at  the  P.A.N. 
Convention  October  16. 
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Membership  Report 


At  the  present  time,  we 
who  have  joined  since  the  last  issue. 

David  Alexander,  New  York 
Keith  Bellman,  Ohio 
Timothy  Biga,  Nebraska 
Tony  Carlotto,  Massachusetts 
Whaden  Curtis,  New  York 
Dave  Fluss,  New  York 


New  members 

Don  Groves,  New  York 
Herbert  Millington,  Connecticut 
Owen  Smith,  Texas 
Bill  Swager,  Michigan 
Douglas  Winter,  Texas 
Kent  Wright,  Maryland 


have  308  members  in  good  standing. 


An  Attribution  Guide  for  "Sheldons" 

John  Kraljevich,  Jr.,  NLG 

I must  be  a maniac  ..  a bibliomaniac.  I am  the  only  person  alive  who, 
when  asked  what  he  collects,  says  Sheldon  varieties  and  doesn’t  mean  large 
cents!  I collect  books  by  variety.  I have  eight  (8)  copies  of  Sheldon’s  books.  - 
two  1949  editions,  one  1958  edition,  two  1965  editions,  a 1976  edition,  a 1981 
edition,  and  a 1990  edition.  What  lead  me  to  create  this  veritable  hoard  of 
Penny  Whimsys  was  the  chance  to  exhibit  literature  at  the  A.N.A.  Convention 
and  compete  with  three  other  exhibitors.  I displayed  all  the  editions  of 
Sheldon  telling  their  differences,  from  minute  details  to  major  problems.  In 
the  following  I will  enumerate  the  varieties  that  I know  of,  with  tidbits  of 
interesting  information  thrown  in  for  good  measure.  One  problem  I ran  into 
when  writing  this  article  was  how  to  number  them.  "S"  and  a number  is  taken. 
"K"  and  a number  is  taken.  So  I will  use  the  book’s  title  in  abbreviated  form. 

EAC-1:  This  is  the  1949  Early  American  Cents,  the  first  time  Sheldon’s 
corpus  on  the  big  pennies  was  printed.  Early  American  Cents  was  printed  in 
a run  of  2500  copies  by  Harper  and  Brothers.  This  company  will  have  become 
Harper  and  Row  by  the  time  this  work  is  revised  in  1965.  On  the  title  page 
of  this  work,  Sheldon  notes  collaboration  by  H.  K.  Downing  and  M.  H. 
Sheldon.  Downing  was  the  same  Homer  Downing  whose  awesome  collection 
of  large  cents  was  sold  in  the  1952  A.N.A.  sale.  M.  H.  Sheldon  was  not  as 
well  known,  even  though  his  (their)  work  was.  M.  H.  stood  for  "My  Hands,” 
the  same  hands  that  typed  the  long  manuscripts  to  this  and  Dr.  Sheldon’s 
works  on  physiology.  Dr.  Sheldon’s  odd  sense  of  humor  appears  again  in  the 
preface  when  he  remarks  "Horatio  and  Hazard  Sheldon  assisted  with  spirit." 
Horatio  and  Hazard  were  the  doctor’s  two  typewriters. 
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The  plates  in  Early  American  Cents  are  remarkable  for  a few  reasons. 
These  plates  are  the  best  of  the  "original"  printings  of  Sheldon  and  would  not 
be  surpassed  until  the  Quarterman  reprints.  These  plates  were  also  some  of 
the  last  to  be  produced  by  the  collotype  process.  This  work  and  M.  H. 
Bolender’s  1950  opus  on  silver  dollars  were  the  last  two  books  on  American 
numismatics  to  use  this  type  of  plates.  Collotypes  produce  a higher  definition 
using  a continual  tone.  Their  later  counterparts,  halftones,  break  the  image 
into  "dots"  which  are  all  one  sees  when  using  a magnifying  glass.  Collotypes 
are  more  expensive  to  produce  than  halftones,  which  is  probably  part  of  the 
reason  there  was  no  price  increase  when  Penny  Whimsy  was  printed  almost  ten 
years  later  using  halftones.  Both  Early  American  Cents  and  Penny  Whimsy 
were  published  at  $10.  The  jacket  featured  1793  obverse  4 on  the  front 
(obverse?)  and  reverse  3 of  the  same  year  on  the  spine.  The  colors  are  the 
same  as  the  1958  edition,  cream  and  maroon.  On  the  spine  of  the  cloth 
boards,  a Liberty  Cap  design  is  embossed  in  gilt..  EAC  is  still  relatively  easy 
to  find,  but  nice  copies  with  clean  dustjackets  are  tough. 

PW-1:  The  first  edition  of  Penny  Whimsy  was  introduced  by  Harper  in 
1958  as  a revision  of  Early  American  Cents.  Dr.  Sheldon,  working  with  new 
co-authors  Walter  Breen  and  Dorothy  Paschal,  improved  the  text  by  including 
a new  preface,  typographical  corrections,  a table  of  new  die  state  discoveries, 
and  an  update  of  basal  values  and  condition  censuses.  The  plates  also 
changed  when  the  1958  edition  rolled  around.  The  new  plates  are  halftones, 
as  are  all  to  follow  in  subsequent  editions.  The  1958  edition  was  issued  for 
John  Ford’s  Numisco  series  as  stated  on  the  title  page. 

The  1958  edition  seems  scarcer  than  subsequent  printings.  It  is  pretty 
tough  to  find  in  crisp  condition.  The  dustjacket  retains  similar  colors  as  EAC, 
a cream  background,  a maroon  stripe  across  the  center  of  the  dustjacket,  and 
maroon  lettering,  but  depicts  a different  coin  -1794  obverse  3 on  the  front 
and  1794  reverse  B on  the  spine.  On  the  spine  of  the  book,  a Draped  Bust 
design  is  stamped  in  gilt. 

The  1965  edition  really  isn’t  an  edition  at  all.  With  mere  typographical 
corrections  from  1958,  it  is  really  more  of  a second  printing.  The  dustjacket 
is  nearly  the  same,  reflecting  the  changing  of  the  publisher’s  name  from 
Harper  to  Harper  & Row.  (Mr.  Row  had  joined  the  establishment  since  1958.) 
The  plates  are  the  same.  The  text  is  virtually  the  same.  The  major  interest 
in  the  common  1965  printing  is  the  error.  Most  people  don’t  know  there  even 
was  an  error.  I know  John  Ford  knows.  It  turns  out  that  the  people  at 
Harper  and  Row  forgot  to  change  the  title  page  completely  for  the  new 
printing.  The  1965  printing  was  issued  for  Krause  Publications  "from  the  Coin 
Collector’s  Capital,  Iola,  Wisconsin."  They  noted  the  change  at  the  end  of  the 
paragraph  on  the  title  page.  But  the  paragraph  started  with  the  announcement 
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Messrs.  Harper  & Row 

Publishers,  New  York,  regret  that  a reprint  of 
Penny  Whimsy  by  Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon, 
printed  for  Krause  Publications,  lola,  Wiscon- 
sin, carried  on  the  copyright  page,  through 
error,  three  lines  from  the  original  edition 
carrying  the  imprint  of  the  John  J.  Ford,  Jr. 
Numisco  Series,  Rockville  Centre,  N.  Y.  Be- 
cause of  their  high  regard  both  for  the  author 
and  Mr.  Ford,  the  publishers  regret  that  this 
inaccuracy  appears  in  the  reprint  of  this 
standard  numismatic  work. 


that  it  was  printed  for  John 
Ford’s  Numisco  series.  Most  of 
the  copies  I have  seen  have  both 
statements  showing.  Some, 
however,  have  the  John  Ford 
imprint  markered  out.  Some 
have  the  same  part  covered  with 
a factory  bookplate.  I have  seen 
one  (in  the  Kraljevich  collection) 
that  has  the  entry  markered  out 
and  covered  with  a white  label. 

You  could  very  easily  miss  it  if 
you  weren’t  looking  for  it.  In  the 
August  1965  issue  of  The 
Numismatist  Harper  and  Row 
apologizes  to  John  Ford  and  Dr.  Sheldon. 

PW-2:  The  edition  showing  both  errors.  This  is  the  commonest  by  far. 
All  of  the  A.N.A.  Library  copies  are  this  variety,  and  most  that  I have  seen 
elsewhere  are  likewise. 

PW-3:  The  edition  with  the  Ford  imprint  simply  crossed  out  in  marker  is 
very  scarce.  I do  not  own  one,  nor  have  I seen  one,  but  I have  been  informed 
by  a trustworthy  source  of  their  existence. 

PW-4:  The  edition 

with  factory  bookplate  is 
scarce,  but  not  as  scarce 
as  PW-3  or  PW-5.  The 
plate  is  blue  printed  with 
black  ink. 

PW-5:  The  edition 

with  the  white  label 
pasted  over  the  markcu 

out  imprint  may  be  a post-production  alteration.  If  not,  it  is  very  scarce. 

PW-6:  In  1976,  Quarterman  Publications,  with  Dr.  Sheldon’s  assistance, 
produced  a high  quality  reprint  of  Penny  Whimsy.  The  plates  are  sharper  than 
the  original  editions,  there  are  typographical,  and,  more  importantly, 
numerous  textual  changes.  For  instance,  earlier  and  later  versions  note  that 
the  diagnostic  for  S-134  is  that  the  "E  touches  the  hair."  The  Quarterman 
edition  corrected  that  to  "E  almost  touches  the  hair." 

This  edition  is  common  which  is  to  be  expected  for  Quarterman’s  all-time 
best  seller.  The  dustjacket  is  white,  with  Penny  Whimsy  emblazoned  at  the 
top,  and  "William  H.  Sheldon"  directly  below.  Below  that  is  a 3x  illustration 
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of  a 1794  cent  obverse.  (No,  I didn’t  attribute  it!)  Inside  the  dustjacket  is  a 
list  of  other  Quarterman  publications.  The  book  has  cream  hard  covers. 

PW-7:  The  1981  printing  is  the  same  as  above  but  distinguished  by  a) 
green  hard  covers,  b)  no  list  inside  the  dustjacket,  c)  the  frontis  of  Dr. 
Sheldon,  d)  thicker  paper.  During  his  lifetime,  Dr.  Sheldon  did  not  want  a 
portrait  of  himself  in  the  book;  after  his  death,  one  was  included.  The  1981 
printing  is  slightly  scarcer  than  the  1976  printing. 

PW-8:  You  knew  it  was  coming.  In  1990,  Durst  produced  a reprint  for 
the  masses,  cheaper  than  the  other  editions,  and  widely  available.  The  book 
was  introduced  with  a $50.00  price  tag,  but  it  can  be  had  for  under  $35.  Tan 
leatherette  with  no  dustjacket,  it  bears  on  the  cover  an  odd  looking  line 
drawing  style  representation  of  the  liberty  cap  design.  On  the  spine  Ms. 
Paschal’s  name  is  misspelled  Pascal.  It  was  reprinted  from  the  1965  edition 
which  means  it  does  not  include  the  factual  corrections  made  in  1976.  The 
plates  are  of  low  quality,  and  taking  a glass  to  them  is  as  good  as  looking  at 
your  coffee  table.  There  are  some  good  things.  The  introduction  by  Denis 
(misspelled  "Dennis")  Loring  is  good.  The  Appendices  discuss  the  new  NC 
discoveries  with  low  grade  photos,  and  there  is  a list  of  suggested  reading.  It 
is  still  in  print  and,  therefore,  neither  scarce,  nor  tough  to  find  in  top  quality. 
If  you  would  like  a low  grade  example,  you  might  have  to  look  a little  bit. 

NC-1:  (Not  Comparable-1):  United  States  Large  Cents  1793-1814,  William 
Noyes,  1991.  This  work  is  a pictorial  attribution  guide  with  a new,  sometimes 
controversial,  condition  census  and  abbreviated  text  from  Penny  Whimsy.  I 
would  not  consider  this  an  edition  of  Sheldon  as  the  best  parts,  the 
Introduction,  Epilogue,  and  casual  discussion  of  the  varieties  are  not  present. 
Noyes  is  published  neither  with  the  intent  nor  in  the  tradition  of  Sheldon. 

The  emission  sequence  appears  to  be:  eac-1,  pw-1,  pw-2,  pw-3,  pw-5,  pw- 
4,  pw-6,  pw-7,  pw-8,  NC-1.  There  are  no  known  die  states.  The  scarcity 
sequence  appears  to  be  (from  commonest  down):  pw-8,  NC-1,  pw-2,  pw-6,  pw- 
7,  EAC-1,  PW-1,  PW-4,  PW-3,  AND  PW-5. 


From  the  Editor 

If  Readers  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society’s  Museum  Notes  3-4, 
recently  received,  will  note  a paper  "The  Virginia  Happy  While  United 
Medal,"  by  John  Adams.  Our  Society  is  honored  to  see  the  A.N.S.  publish 
this  outstanding  study  as  Adams  had  originally  presented  it  at  the  1992  A.N.A. 
Convention  during  the  N.B.S.  sponsored  Numismatic  Literature  Symposium 
as  an  example  of  how  obscure  reference  sources,  in  this  case  The  Papers  of 
Thomas  Jefferson,  can  solve  a numismatic  mystery. 
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H Reviewing  the  1947  A.N.A.  auction  catalogue,  we  were  surprised  to  see 
the  following  from  Abe  Kosoff  at  the  top  of  the  Sheraton  Coin  Collection 
consignment.  "Dr  William  H.  Sheldon,  in  collaboration  with  Homer  Downing 
has  prepared  a text  which  the  Numismatic  Gallery  will  proudly  publish  in 
the  near  future."  As  we  know,  when  Early  American  Cents  was  finally 
published  in  1949,  it  was  Harper  Brothers  rather  than  Numismatic  Gallery 
whose  name  was  on  the  spine.  Sheldon  and  Kosoff  seemed  an  unlikely  duo, 
and  we  wonder  how  close  this  joint  effort  came  to  fruition. 

U Terry  Stahurski  writes: 

I ran  across  this  handbill  in  a 
batch  of  old  papers  I recently 
obtained.  You  might  want  to 
publish  it  in  The  Asylum  to 
determine  if  anyone  has  seen 
a copy  of  "The  Collector  and 
Dealers  Guide".  This  guide 
would  be  a real  treasure  trove 
of  information,  considering 
it’s  from  such  an  out-of-the- 
way  place.  Seven  Mile  is 
located  seven  miles 
(surprise!)  north  of  Hamilton 
Ohio  in  Butler  county,  which 
borders  Hamilton  county 
(Cincinnati’s  county).  Also,  I 
could  not  locate  B.  W. 

Kumler  in  Martin  Gengerke’s 
book,  nor  could  I find  him  in 
my  1889  Ohio  Dun  and 
Bradstreet.  Perhaps  someone 
in  the  N.B.S.  ranks  has  heard 
of  Mr.  Kumler  or  his  guide? 

H We  felt  that  Coin  World  must  have  been  awfully  desperate  for  copy 
when  they  gave  space  to  the  following  letter  in  a recent  issue.  "In  response 
to  Michael  Hodder’s  letter  - duty  to  preserve  (custodians)  coins  that  are  in 
your  possession  - I totally  disagree.  If  you  have  the  money  to  buy  coins, 
whether  inexpensive  or  the  King  of  Siam  set,  they  are  yours  to  do  whh  what 
you  want.  If  you  want  to  destroy  these  coins  by  fire  etc;  that  is  your  privilege, 
(signed)  Jules  J.  Bloch."  This  letter  was  transcribed  (sic)  or  perhaps  (sick!) 


BE/AliERS  ! ! 

IN  PREPARATION.  To  be  published  about  Sept,  lit,  1886. 


"THE  GOLLEGTOES'  & DEALERS'  GUIDE." 


It  will  conuin  the  names  and  addresses  of  at  least  1000  Collectors  of  all 
kinds  of  Cunoe,  including  Coins,  Stamps,  Minerals.  Eggs,  Insects.  Auto- 
graphs, Etc.,  Etc. 

It  will  also  conuin  several  pages  of  valuable  information  relating  to  those 
subjects,  besides  the  advertisements  of  leading  dealers. 

This  will  be  the  most  valuable  work  of  the  kind  ever  published,  and  all 
CoUeciort  and  Dealert  should  secure  a copy  at  once. 

TERMS. 

Collectors  name,  business  and  address  will  be  inserted  for  five  ccnu. 
(silver). 

Those  who  send  fifty  cents  in  advance  for  a copy  of  the  book,  will  hare 
their  name  interred  free. 

ADVERTISING-  RATES. 

5 Ccnu  per  Line:  ■*(>  CenU  per  Inch  ; $1.50  per  half  column:  $2.50  per 
column  ; $5.00  per  page.  8ixe  of  Book  6 by  9 inebea. 

Names  and  advertisemenu  must  bo  in  by  ScpL  1st. 

Scud  money  bv  Registered  Letter,  or  PosUl  Note  on  Hamilton.  Ohio. 

Address,  BI  W.  KUMLER, 

8 EVEN  MILE.  BUTLER  CO..  OHIO. 

t3T"rUBLISHERS  NOTICE!  Publishers  inserting  this  sod  above 
will  receive  same  specs  in  Tuc  tiviDB.  and  also  ropy  of  book  free.  Send 
Marked  Copy. 
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We  feel  Coin  World  has  certainly  gone  beyond  their  duty  of  reporting  both 
sides  of  a story  by  giving  any  credibility  to  this  opinion.  We  prefer  the  oft 
quoted  "Be  careful  of  the  unique  pieces  ye  collectors,  for  you  will  be  held  to 
strict  accountability  by  the  numismatists  of  the  world  should  you  carelessly 
suffer  them  to  be  lost."  Incidentally,  some  readers  may  recognize  Mr  Bloch 
as  an  ex-N.B.S.  member  who  resigned  in  a huff  several  years  ago  when  he 
suspected  dealers  were  actually  making  a profit  on  books  they  sold  him. 

U We  received  the  following  letter  from  Joel  Orosz  in  February  and 
neglected  to  publish  its  contents  in  the  last  number.  "Your  columnist  has  been 
informed  that  he  made  an  error  in  this  space  last  issue  when  he  stated  that  he 
was  the  first  to  discover  the  du  Simitiere  sale  in  1985.  That  honor,  in  fact, 
belongs  to  Eric  Newman  who  mentioned  that  sale  on  page  27  of  his  definitive 
work  The  Early  Paper  Money  of  America,  1976  (Bicentennial  Edition).  Your 
columnist  regrets  the  error." 

H Has  anyone  noticed,  or  does  anyone  care  about  the  inconsistency  of  the 
spelling  of  the  island  from  which  came  our  first  American  colonial  coins.  The 
Guide  Book  seems  to  be  the  worst  offender  using  three  different  spellings  in 
its  introductory  passage  on  page  15.  The  heading  reads  Sommer  Islands;  the 
third  paragraph  begins  "The  Islands  were  name  for  Sir  George  Sommers," 
while  the  fourth  paragraph  notes  "When  Somer  and  his  party  arrived  ...  We 
do  not  choose  to  argue  which  is  the  correct,  but  can  we  not  standardize,  at 
least  in  the  same  book,  whether  its  is  Sommer,  Somer,  or  Sommers? 

H The  disparity  in  mind  set  between  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  and 
the  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society  was  aptly  demonstrated  at  this  year’s 
N.L.G.  Bash  in  Baltimore.  As  plaques  were  being  presented  to  each  of  the 
ten  judges  who  had  to  decide  on  no  fewer  than  40  additional  awards  (the  only 
one  who  we  felt  should  have  received  an  award  but  was  shunned  was  the 
plaque  maker),  we  noticed  that  not  one  of  these  critical  authorities,  nor  any 
of  the  other  principals  of  this  self  rewarding  organization  was  an  N.B.S. 
member.  As  we  wondered  how  "Book  of  the  Year,"  the  work  "having  the 
greatest  potential  impact  on  numismatics"  could  be  awarded  for  a Third 
Edition  of  anything,  (Van  Allan  & Mallis),  we  recalled  that  this  group  also 
gave  John  Highfill  a special  award  for  his  brick  last  year. 

H Not  withstanding  our  comments  above,  we  are  pleased  to  report  that 
George  Kolbe  received  a special  commendation  from  the  N.L.G.  for  his  effort 
in  cataloguing  the  Dennis  Mendelson  Library!  Congratulations  to  George 
whose  cataloguing  and  publishing  have  long  been  ignored  by  that  group. 
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Armand  Champa  presents  the  Armand  Champa  Award  to  Frank  Katen 


John  Ford  displays  the  slapped  Stacks  catalogue  to  the  amusement  of 
George  Kolbe,  John  Adams,  and  Dennis  Kroh 
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their  publication.  Individuals  submitting  papers  in  WordPerfect  or  DOS  Text  format  will 
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Tw{prio*L  sissocisvt'es 

17th 

NUMISMATIC 
LITERATURE 
MAIL  BID  SALE 


PONT  LET  TIME  RUN  OUT  ON  YOU  !! 

At  9:00  P.M.  on  Saturday,  November  13,  1993,  bidding  will 
close  on  Part  Two  of  the  Mark  Greengold  and  Jamie  Rose 
Libraries  sale  being  conducted  by  Function  Associates. 

Over  one  thousand  lots  of  exceptional  and  rare  numismatic 
books,  auction  catalogs,  fixed  price  lists,  periodicals  and 
reference  material  are  being  offered  for  your  bidding  pleasure. 

The  earliest  chroniclers  of  coin  and  medal  history  are  featured, 
as  well  as  many  of  the  more  modern  catalogers  and  authors. 
The  broad  spectrum  of  numismatics  is  well-represented  in  the 
large-format  catalogue. 

Whatever  your  collecting  interests,  participation  in  this  sale  will 
afford  you  an  opportunity  to  build  or  enhance  a fine  numismatic 
reference  library. 

NBS  members  may  request  a complimentary  copy. 

Send  your  name  and  address  to: 

FRED  L.  LAKE  - FUNCTION  ASSOCIATES 
6822  22nd  Avenue  North  - Suite  218 
St.  Petersburg,  FL  33710 
(813)  343-8055  Fax:  (813)  381-6822 

Member.  NBS,  NLG,  ANA,  ANS,  EAC,  FUN 
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» 4 The  Money  Tree 

1260  Smith  Court 
Rocky  River,  OH  44116 
Office:  (216)  333-3444 
JL  Fax:  (216)  333-4463 

Instead  of 

"Buy  the  book,  before  you  buy  the  coin" 

Change  it  to 

"Contact  The  Money  Tree  before 
You  buy  the  book  before  you  buy  the  coin." 


The  Money  Tree 


Dealers  in  Important  and  Rare 
Numismatic  Literature 
We  Buy,  Sell,  and  Auction  Worthwhile 
Collections  and  Libraries 

Myron  Xenos  and  Ken  Lowe 
Members:  ANA,  NLG,  NBS,  ANS,  EAC 
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BOOKS 

current,  out-of-print,  antiquarian,  fine  editions 

CATALOGS 

auction  catalogs,  price  lists 

PERIODICALS 

journals,  dealer  publications 
are  regularly  offered  in  our  catalogs. 

We  try  to  be  the  major  North  American  source  for  books  related  to 
British  numismatics.  We  have  also  begun  publishing  specialized 
references.  Our  update  and  reprint  of  Dalton  and  Hamer's  reference  on 
18th  Century  British  trade  tokens  was  nominated  for  the  1991  I.A.P.N. 
Book  of  the  Year  award. 

We  specialize  in  British  coins  and  tokens  and  ancient  Greek  and  Roman 
coins.  We  also  handle  books  related  to  ancient  coins  andclassical 
European  numismatics. 

We  are  interested  in  purchasing  books,  catalogs  and  periodicals  related 
to  these  series. 

Our  coin  catalogs  discuss  the  background  and  history  of  the  coins  we 
sell.  Catalogs  arc  available  for  $15  per  year  or  $2  for  a sample  copy. 


cDavissons 

Ltd. 

Allan  anti  Mamie  Davisson 
Cold  Spring,  MN  56320 
(612)  685-3835 
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upport  for  the  hobby  from 

NUMISMATIC  NEWS 


>: 


FREE  COIN  SHOW  LISTINGS: 

ggaSSffi 

Only  NUMISMATIC  NEWS  provides  free  weekly 
listings  of  coin  shows,  because  we  know  how 
important  shows  are  to  the  hobby.  Ours  is  the 
largest  and  most  thorough  listing  of  shows 
anywhere! 

Enthusiastic  collectors,  dealers,  clubs  and  show 
promoters  avoid  show  conflicts  and  plan  their  travel 
with  this  user-friendly  directory. 

Here’s  what  one  reader  had  to  say:  "Thank  you 
for  supporting  the  collector  by  continuing  to  publish  the 
coin  show  schedule  at  no  cost  to  coin  clubs.  To  charge  a fee  for  this 
service  could  be  cost  prohibitive  to  small  clubs  which  sponsor  coin 
shows  and  would  deprive  collectors  from  the  information. " 

- Michael  M.  Greenspan,  Newark,  NJ.  - 

That’s  not  all!  Twice  a year  our  free  Show  & Auction  Guide  delivers  valuable 

lons-range  planning  information,  up  to  a year  in 
advance,  in  a handy  pullout  format. 

NUMISMATIC  NEWS  is  ready  and  willing 
to  spread  the  word  about  your  show.  We 
sincerely  encourage  free  show  listings  as 
one  more  way  to  help  the  hobby. 
Thousands  of  active  hobbyists  benefit 
from  the  service.  Plus,  subscribers  also 
receive  a free  yearly  club  guide.  Joining 
a club  is  an  excellent  way  to  learn  more 
about  your  collecting  specialty. 

Be  sure  you  don’t  miss  a single  issue. 

1 /2-year  (26  issues)  of 
NUMISMATIC  NEWS  for  only  $9.95. 
Call  toll-free  1-800-258-0929  today! 


numismatk  n&Wf 

FEATURING  COIN  MARKET  ■ B^P  W 


700  E.  State  St.,  loia,  Wl  54990-0001 
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Now  Available 

American  Numismatic  Literature 

edited  by  Charles  Davis 

American  Numismatic  Literature  is  a compilation  of  extracts  from 
over  100  auction  sales  of  numismatic  literature  coupled  with  the  editor  s 
observations  as  to  numismatic  quality,  utility,  and  rarity.  Over  3,500 
listings  and  1,200  titles  important  for  American  numismatic  research 
including  standard  references,  monographs,  periodicals,  and  sale  catalogues 
are  listed  with  our  notes  of  numismatic  merit,  quality  of  production, 
binding  or  textual  variants,  or  bits  of  related  numismatic  lore.  And  for 
plated  catalogues,  we  have  reported  coins  depicted  on  photographic  plates. 
The  book  is  84  x 11"  format,  230  pages  and  has  been  published  by 
Quarterman.  The  following  unsolicited  comments  were  received  from 
individuals  who  paid  full  price  for  their  books. 

"I  was  truly  impressed  by  the  depth  of  information  provided,  mostly 
importantly,  your  research  notes."  ...  Rick  Bagg 

"What  a great  work.  When  it  arrived,  I stopped  everything  and  spent  an 
hour  or  more  looking  through  it."  ...  Q.  David  Bowers 

"I  appreciate  the  marginal  notes.  They’re  priceless.  This  is  a book  I have 
needed  for  years,  even  though  I did  not  know  it.  The  information  on 
variants,  re-prints,  and  contents  is  more  than  extremely  useful.  For  me, 
it  is  indispensable."  ...  Michael  Hodder 

"I  congratulate  you  on  amassing  and  refining  numismatic  literature  into  a 
scholarly  and  fascinating  commentary,  a permanent  contribution  to 
numismatic  knowledge."  ...  Eric  Newman 

Offered  only  by  the  undersigned 

• Black  cloth,  500  copies  $85.00 

• Half  leather,  marbled  endpapers,  slightly  larger  paper,  bound  by 

Alan  Grace,  limited  to  35  numbered  copies  $225.00 

Charles  Davis 

P.O.  Box  547 
Wenham,  MA  01984 
Fax:  (508)  468-7893  Tel:  (508)  468-2933 

ANA  60027  ANS  NBS  NLG  EAC  142 


FINE 

NUMISMATIC 

BOOKS 

ANY  LANGUAGE 
ANY  PERIOD 


ALWAYS  WANTED 


SPINK  & SON  LTD.  5,  6 & 7 KING  STREET,  ST  JAMES’S,  LONDON  SW1Y  60S. 
TEL:  071-930  7888.  FAX:  071-839  4853.  TELEX:  916711. 

English  Paintings  and  Watercolours  • Silver,  Jewellery  and  Paperweights 
Oriental,  Asian  and  Islamic  Art  • Textiles  • Medals  • Coins  • Bullion  • Banknotes 


The  Joe  Der  Library 
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'M  «re  pipscpH  to  announce  the  Oct  30,  1993  Mail  Bid  Sale  of  the  library  c 
Montreal  numismatist  Joe  Der.  The  interesting  and  diverse  library  trulv  ia 
something  ’or  everyone.  Antiquarian  books  printed  before  1867;  near  i 50 
volumes  including  three  major  works  by  Van  Loon;  Van  Mieris  with  a never 
before  noticed  portrait  plate;  the  best  edition  of  Spanheim's  Dissertations  with 
both  portrait  plates;  Waillys'  Elements  de  Paleographie.  Related  topics  of 
ancient  gems,  ancient  history,  antiquities,  archaeology,  cost  of  arms, 
heraldry,  seals,  etc;  87  lots  including  19th  century  volumes  of  Archaeologia 
published  by  the  Society  of  Antiquities.  Auction  sale  catalogues  and  price 
lists;  more  than  1500  hundred  catalogues  strong  in  Dutch,  English,  French, 
German,  and  Swiss  sales,  and  including  J.  Schulman,  Glendining's,  Sotheby's 
E E Hamburger,  Helbing,  Hess,  Ars  Classica,  Bank  Leu,  Hess/Leu,  etc. 

Money,  Raping,  Economics,  and  Trade:  300+  lots  including  the  Journal  of  the  || 
Canadian  Banking  Association  Vol  1-27,  1893-1920,;  19  volumes  of  the  U.S.  i 
Senate  National  Monetary  Commission  Records;  U.S.  Mint  Reports  from  1859, 
r,'bliogr -p;  s **  * B o celr  catalogues;  About  50  lots.  Periodicals: 
lots  with  r.-*  T ts  of  ANS  Museum  Notes  and  Numismatic  Literature; 
Ancient  Gree  J Roman  Coins;  About  200  lots  including  Gree*  Coins  by 
Kraay  & Hirrrer;  Robinson's  G.L.  Lampson  Collection,;  Original  edition  o: 
Anson's  GreeK  Coin  Types;  Original  ed  of  Imperium  to  Auctoritas  by  Grant; 
Middle  Ages:  75  lots  with  a copy  of  John  Walker's  Arab-Byzantine  and  Post- 
Reform  Umalyad  Coins.  Modern  Numismatics:  near  500  lots  with  many 
important  and  Siandard  references,  listed  by  country.  United  States  || 
Numismatics:  Very  fine  early  Redbooks  and  one  of  only  six  bound  copies  of 
th  Elder  of  tF  Gschwend  Collection;  Newcomb's  Cents  of  1801-02-03  'j 
etc.  Paper  Money:  50+  lots.  Tokens  50+  lots.  Medals:  75  lots  featuring  a very 
r copy  of  Hills  Corpus  of  Italian  Medals....  Before  Cellini.  Orders  and 
Decorations:  50+  lots  including  a magnificent  4 volume  set  of  the  History  of  the 
Orders  of  Knighthood  of  the  British  Empire  by  Nicolas.  Additionally:  A good 
run  of  ANS  Numismatic  Notes  and  Monographs  and  many  important  specialized 
numismatic  works.  In  all,  the  double  column,  100  page  catalogue  will  contain 
approximately  2000  lots.  We  charge  no  buyer's  fee  and  our  estimated  values 
are  realistic.  No  lots  are  reserved  except  for  our  standard  60%  minimum  bid 
rule.  Catalogue  with  prices  realized:  $7.  in  No.  America;  $10.  overseas  <■'- 
equivalent  .ofeic,)  Cheney  ipiease  do  not  send  checks  unless  drawn  on  •( 

a U.S.  bank. 
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John  F.  Bergman  Numismatic  Literature 
4223  Iroquois  Avenue 
Lakewood,  CA  90713  USA 
Tel:  310-421-0171  Fax:  310-421-2208 


